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Chapter 9: Native Plants and Animals Introduced to the Prom

The Committee of Management, soon after its 
appointment, adopted a policy of stocking the 
National Park with native animals and plants of 

a kind which were believed to be either in danger of 
extinction or rare enough to warrant special effort to 
increase their number. It was anticipated that in time, 
the Promontory would become the place of sanctuary 
for Australia’s vanishing wildlife.

There was no simple way of gathering and 
transporting flora and fauna from more remote habitats 
safely to the sanctuary, consequently only a small 
variety of species of animal was released into the park.

During a period of a little over thirty years not much 
more than 270 beasts were released, which included 
27 mammal and reptile species and nine species of 
bird. Sixty species of trees and shrubs were introduced 
either as seeds or seedlings. The following list includes 
all the introduced species of animal and plant for which 
records have been located. Some of those names, 
signified by the symbol #, were known to be indigenes 
of the Park, but, perhaps, it was considered that the 
existing population needed reinforcement. There 
was always the possibility that the introduction of a 
fresh strain would have an invigorating effect on the 
indigenous strain although it was equally possible that it 
would have the reverse effect.

Other species were brought into a habitat to which 
was they were utterly unsuited and, naturally, they 
failed to survive. In a few instances the introduction 
must have been made more in a spirit of politeness 
than in accordance with planned policy. One animal 
on its own, unless it happens to be a pregnant female, 
will obviously never establish the foundations of a 
family yet, on several occasions, single specimens were 
accepted as gifts and released.

Donors would not have concerned themselves 
overmuch with the sex of the animals caught or trapped 
and consequently it may be safely assumed that the 
odds would have been in favour of even pairs being 
both females.

It is not possible to make a reliable assessment 
of the degree of success of these experiments in 
acclimatisation because no systematic study of faunal 
populations has been undertaken since 1905. However, 
an observation at Refuge Cove in the summer of 1960–
61 has revealed at least one success – the Bell Miner 
was seen and heard.

Those who made the observation were not aware 
that it had been introduced into the Park in 1935 and 
merely reported it as one of the denizens of a timbered 
gully in that area.

It is significant that the birds have derived not from a 
pair but from a small colony of nine – a number which 
vastly increased the prospect of survival of the species. 

As a result it appears that the Bell Miner has been able 
to survive the vicissitudes of some 35 years.

It is a pity that Victoria’s only endemic bird [and avian 
fauna emblem], the Helmeted Honeyeater, could not 
have been settled there. It will be a miracle if it survives 
another fifty years in its diminished and much abused 
habitat on Cardinia Creek at Yellingbo.

Of the sixty species of plant said to have been 
introduced into the Park only 43 native species are 
accounted for in the list given below. The sixty may have 
included the several alien plants deliberately brought in 
for one reason or another.

Only seven species were brought in as growing plants 
and these were carefully tended for a while.

Some of them lingered on for a few years but 
whether any at all became really established has yet to 
be determined.

According to Professor Ewart each packet of seeds 
represented at least the different plantings ‘in suitable 
selected localities’ - sheltered places in the gullies of 
the Vereker Range (seeds of the Grampians Gum were 
planted on the summit of the various peaks of the 
range) and along the tracks to Barry’s Creek where 
Callitris, Hardenbergia, Kennedya and Melaleuca were 
sown. Pittosporum, Tristania and Lomatia were sown 
along the banks of the creek and its adjacent streams 
but if they ever came to anything they were doubtless 
grubbed out when the Forests Department got really 
started on its plantation along the course of Barry’s 
Creek. 

Most of the eucalypt seeds went to the northern 
slopes of the Vereker Range towards Corner Basin and 
on the western slopes towards the Darby River flats.

The Professor explained that as the plantings were 
done during the day’s march, it was not possible to keep 
a precise record of the locality of each separate bed 
of seeds and, he added optimistically, ‘the appearance 
of the plants later on will be the best evidence of their 
establishment.’

This planting of seeds was a wasted effort.

Nature does not commonly distribute seeds in the 
quantity held in a seedsman’s packet. A seeding plant 
may drop hundreds of thousands of seeds within a few 
square yards - enough to feed all the insects and birds 
which live on them and still leave a few to germinate. In 
a place where multitudes of foraging insects are on the 
lookout for anything in the way of nourishing food a few 
seeds planted at random in the bush have little prospect 
of passing the seedling stage even if they escape being 
devoured before they germinate. Even the attention 
given to the Forests Department’s plantation at Barry’s 
Creek was not enough nor sufficiently well planned to 
ensure success.
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A lot more is now known about the technique of 
growing Australian plants but it is hoped that future 
managers of the National Park will concentrate their 
efforts on maintaining the associations already existing 
in the Park and not spoil the place by attempting to 
establish something akin to a botanic garden. There 
are already too many non-indigenous plants there 
now and, unfortunately, the majority of them are 
aliens or cosmopolitan weeds which have no really 
useful function in preserving the natural ecological 
associations of the region. Indeed, some of them 
constitute a distinctly greater fire hazard than any of the 
more appropriate native species.

By far the best available means of ensuring the 
continuity of a biotic community is to preserve its 
environs in their entirety and this can be achieved only 
in a spacious reserve which will include the community 
and, as well, buffer it against the untoward effects of 
what occurs on the periphery.

Five species were planted on Do Boy Island - two 
Golden Wattles, two Sunshine Acacias, two Mahogany 
Gums in December 1912 and an unknown number of 
Coast Tea-trees and Pines (presumably native Cypress 
Pines) in the winter of the following year. One seedling 

of each of the three species first mentioned was planted 
near the rest hut which once stood at the Southwest 
Corner. They do not appear to be there now, nor does 
the Cabbage Palm which thrived in Lilly Pilly Gully for 
at least nine years. Quite possibly it lived on until 1943 
when the gully was burned out.

Birds liberated in the Park
Emu (Dromaius novae-hollandiae) – a few young birds 

in June, 1909; six birds in Nov. 1909; two from 
Creswick in March, 1912; one in April, 1912; one 
from Maryborough in Aug. 1912; two in Nov. 1912; 
twelve purchased in Oct. 1912; one donated in Nov. 
1914.

Lowan [Malleefowl] (Leipoa acellata) – four in June 
1915.

White Ibis (Threskiornis molucca) – six in Nov. 1918.

Straw-necked Ibis (Threskiornis spinacollis) – six in Nov. 
1918.

Lyrebird (Menura novae-hollandiaea) – two females and 
one male in Aug. 1910; one male and one female 
donated by Freeman in Oct. 1911; two females in 
Oct. 1912. Most of the birds were trapped in the 
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A group returns to the Darby Chalet after walking to Lilly Pilly Gully c. 1925. 
Photo courtesy Historic Places, Department of Sustainability and Environment, Victoria
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forest gullies of the Hoddle Ranges.

Satin Bower-bird (Ptilonorhynchus violaceus) – five birds 
were brought in from Gellibrand by Falls.

Bell Miner (Mahorina melanophris) – nine birds were 
collected by members of the Bird Observers’ Club 
and liberated in the Park in May 1933.

Pink Cockatoo or Major Mitchell Cockatoo (Kakatoa 
leadbeateri) – one bird from an unnamed donor.

Wonga Pigeon (Leucosarcia melanoleuca) – believed 
to have been liberated in the Park but the date and 
number are unknown.

Reptiles liberated in the Park:
Murray River Tortoise (Emydura macquarriae) – date of 

liberation and number not ascertainable. The reptiles 
were placed in Lilly Pilly Gully.

Jew Lizard (Amphibolurus barbatus) – one specimen 
donated in December 1933.

Mammals liberated in the Park:
Scrub or Grey Kangaroo (Macropus major) – a pair in 

1910 and seven from Woodside in August 1912.

Red Kangaroo (Macropus rufus) – three from Deniliquin 
in May 1914.

Euro or Woodward’s Kangaroo (Macropus robustus var. 
woodwardii) – liberated prior to July 1914. Number 
not known.

Rufous Rat Kangaroo (Aepyprymnus rufescens) – two 
liberated south of the Darby Saddle in May 1923.

Plain or Queensland Rock Wallaby (Petrogale inornata). 
Unknown number liberated in May 1913.

Black-striped Wallaby (Wallabia dorsalis). Unknown 
number liberated prior to June 1914.

Brush or Red-necked Wallaby (Wallabia rufogrisea). 
Unknown number liberated between April 1911 and 
July 1914.

Rufous-bellied or Flinders Island Wallaby. (Thylogale 
billardieri). Unknown number liberated 1909.

Nail-tailed Wallaby (probably Onychogalia fraenata) 
– two liberated in January 1924.

Dusky or Bennett’s Tree Kangaroo (Dendrolagus 
bennettianus) – neither date of liberation or number 
ascertainable.

Common Eastern Wombat (Phascolomys mitchelli) – 
one donated by Crawford in May 1910; four donated 
by Thomson of Kinglake in June 1910.

King Island wombat (Wombatus ursinus) – unknown 
number liberated in May 1910.

#Long-nosed Bandicoot (Parameles nasuta) – two from 
Quinney of Mortlake in Junauary 1911; four received 

in May 1923 and liberated south of the Darby Saddle.

Gunn’s Striped Bandicoot (Parameles gunnii) – unknown 
number liberated in 1923.

#Common Grey or Brush-tail Possum (Trichorsurus 
vulpeculus) – two from Quinney of Mortlake in 
January 1911; four from Elmore in March, 1914. 
These latter were liberated in Lilly Pilly Gully.

Tasmanian Black Possum (Trichosurus fuliginosus) - an 
unknown number liberated in both September 1913 
and August 1914.

#Ring-tail Possum (Pseudocheiris laniginosus) – neither 
date nor number ascertainable.

Short-eared Mountain Possum (Trichosurus caninus) 
– neither date nor number ascertainable.

Dormouse Possum (Dromicia concinna) – unknown 
number liberated in March 1934.

Fat-tailed Pouched Mouse (Sminthopsis crassicaudata) – 
one donated by Brazenor of Melbourne in December 
1933.

Greater Glider (Schoinabates volans) – one liberated in 
the Vereker Range in February 1929; one liberated in 
March 1934.

#Sugar Glider (Petaurus breviceps) – four received and 
liberated in March 1934.

#Tiger Cat (Dasyurops maculatus) and unknown number 
received from David Fleay in February 1941.

#Echnida (Tachyglossus aculeatus) – several liberated in 
1911.

#Koala (Phascolarctos cinereus) – dates and number 
not ascertainable but it is presumed that those that 
were introduced were brought in only to relieve the 
pressure of over-large populations in other places 
such as Quail Island.
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Landscape after bushfire at the Prom, 1938. 
Photo courtesy Historic Places, Department of Sustainability and Environment, Victoria




