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Chapter 5: Land Subdivision, Surveys and Temporary Reserves

In 1890 the Field Naturalists’ Club again approached 
Mr Dow, who claimed to be in complete accord with 
the objects of the deputation. He assured them 

that the ‘remainder’ of the Promontory (whatever that 
might have been) would be permanently reserved for 
State purposes and that suitable regulations for the 
management of the reserve would be prepared by 
the Lands Department and submitted to the Club for 
approval. It sounded all very well. It was now only a 
question of waiting for the Government to act.

It did, but not in the way so cheerfully anticipated.

District surveys were going on steadily and patiently. 
The old holdings were being broken up in accordance 
with the provisions of the amended Land Acts.

Seaforth and Yanakie townships had been proclaimed 
in the previous year, and in either 1891 or 1892 Black 
and his party were busily laying out the pattern for the 
future town.

In 1892 the Postal and Telegraph Department seized 
a few acres at the Darby River and, in 1893, the old 
Yanakie Station was truncated, the dismembered piece 
from Shallow Inlet to the Darby River being brought into 
the new parish of Yanakie South.

Both Yanakie and Yanakie South were subdivided into 
a number of large grazing blocks which were thrown 
open for long term lease but without pre-emptive 
rights.

Sheet 2 of County map 7A indicates that the new 
parish contained over 70 allotments lying north and 
south of an area of 23,000 acres of Common land.

The southern group included seven or eight blocks 
which were taken up by the Buckleys, Cotters and Falls. 
One of them, Block 76, contained the site of the Yanakie 
Station “Old Homestead” which had been built by 
Bennison about 35 years previously.

The main mass of the Promontory did not escape 
the burst of surveying. The old ‘runs’ were resurrected 
as grazing leases and these were duly offered on a six-
yearly lease—25,000 acres on the Singapore Peninsula, 
20,000 acres on Corner Basin and 33,000 acres at 
Oberon Bay. Perhaps with the thought in mind that 
coastal settlements might spring up in the south, 22,000 
acres of the southern end of the Promontory were 
withheld from grazing.

The Great Southern Railway, having been opened to 
Port Albert with great rejoicing in January 1892, was 
expected to do big things in stabilising closer settlement 
in South Gippsland, and the flow of newcomers 
to the region seemed to foreshadow tremendous 
developments.

The developments, however, were not of a kind 
anticipated by the people who wanted Wilsons 
Promontory reserved as a national park. Timber logging, 

based on Sealers Cove, was resumed. Dingo hunters 
and trappers occupied themselves lucratively. Tin 
prospectors fanned out over the hills and valleys of 
the place and gradually concentrated on the Singapore 
Peninsula.

In fact it seemed that Wilsons Promontory possessed 
a far greater potential for economic development, 
or at least exploitation, than had been thought 
possible by Gregory and Lucas and the government of 
their day. Nevertheless, the Club and its supporters 
persisted in the campaign, and the Government, after 
having considered the matter for something like eight 
years, eventually sponsored the following historic 
announcement which appeared on page 2690 of the 
Victoria Gazette of July, 1898:

“Land Temporarily Reserved from Sale, etc.”

“Wilson’s Promontory—Site of a National Park, 
91,000 acres more or less in the county of Buln Buln, 
Parishes of Beek Beek, Warreen, Kulk and Tallang:1  
Commencing at a point on the shore of Bass Strait 
in line with the east boundaries of Blocks 74 and 76, 
Parish of Yanakie south; bounded thence by a line, 
the said blocks and a line bearing north to the shore 
of Corner Inlet, thence by that shore north-easterly 
and northerly to the south boundary of the township 
of Seaforth, thence by that boundary bearing east to 
the shore of Bass Strait aforesaid; and thence by that 
shore southerly, westerly and north-westerly to the 
point of commencement. Excepting the lighthouse 
reserve and the allotments at Refuge Cove surveyed by 
Matthew Watson, Alexander Watson and James Watson 
respectively, and the roads in connection therewith.”

(Signed) R.W. Best. Commissioner of Crown Lands & 
Survey.

The area covered by the survey of E. Scanlon 
as shown in Plan B175, dated 1st December 1898, 
included part of this 91,000 acres. His plan shows what 
appears to be the one and only specifically defined 
boundary between the several parishes into which the 
Promontory was divided at that time—that between 
Yanakie South and Beek Beek.

Yanakie itself had been split into two parishes. The 
whole of Singapore Peninsula was included in the parish 
of Warreen. Beek Beek was bounded in the north by the 
shore of Corner Basin, on the west by Yanakie South, on 
the east by Warreen and on the south by Kulk.

Kulk embraced the central portion of the 
Promontory. The southern section became the parish 
of Tallang, bounded on three sides by the ocean and on 
the north by Kulk.

It would appear that the Yanakie South – Beek Beek 
boundary line was from the southernmost point on 
the shore of Corner Basin (near a spot which came 



to be known as the South-west Corner, where the 
Vereker Landing jetty was built in later years) along 
a line running due south across the Darby River and 
terminating near the point where Whisky Creek empties 
into the ocean at Picnic Bay.

The boundary between Tallang and Kulk was 
probably a line drawn from the mouth of Growlers 
Creek at Oberon Bay through Mount Wilson to Refuge 
Cove.

An east to west line drawn through Mount Boulder 
and terminating at the south end of Three Mile Beach 
would very likely have fixed the boundary between 
Warreen and Beek Beek while Beek Beek would have 
been separated from Kulk by a line through Mount 
Leonard and Mount Latrobe to Five Mile Beach.

These are all well established trig points and the 
surveyors would have had little need to be very precise 
about locating the boundaries because, at the time 
of the survey, there seemed little likelihood of the 
hinterland of the Promontory ever being settled by 
freeholders. Whatever settlement the Government 
might envisage was almost certain to be confined 
to the coastal portions and special surveys could be 
undertaken in such an eventuality. Eventualities of that 
nature had arisen from time to time. The special survey 
for the Watson brothers which was referred to in the 
Gazette notice quoted above was a case in point.  
The “roads thereto” were something of a figment of  
the draftsman’s imagination because no roads were 
ever surveyed. Even if they had been, they would  
have had to be in impossible situations. The  
brothers would not have wanted roads anyway. They 
were fishermen and much more at home on the sea 
‘roads’ than on any Promontory roads. Their request  
for the selections had been refused after some  
eighteen months’ consideration and consequently no 

further survey problems arose at Refuge Cove.

Towards the end of 1898 someone else wanted 1,000 
acres to grow flax. His application was refused. About 
ten years later another man was prepared to lease land 
on Singapore Peninsula to breed Angora goats! There 
was always someone willing to try to put the land to 
better use than that for which it was most eminently 
suited.

As separation into parishes is a normal procedure 
before subdivision, one may suppose that the 
government of the day contemplated big plans for 
opening up the Promontory; but its gazettal as a site 
for a national park and its proclamation as a fauna 
sanctuary meant that such plans would have to be 
shelved—for the time being at least.

The fact that Yanakie South, while it was still an 
integral part of the big parish of Yanakie, had been 
already surveyed into the aforementioned allotments 
almost certainly accounts for the exclusion of the 
southern portion of it from the area designated as a 
site for a national park. Had the decision to reserve 
the place come a few years earlier it is quite possible 
that the Yanakie–Yanakie South boundary would have 
become the northernmost limits of the Park.

The Game Laws and Regulations
Through the influence of the Piscatorial Council the site 
for the national park received considerable attention 
in the year 1898. In September of that year, in Gazette 
No. 83, came notice of intention to proclaim, under the 
Fisheries Act 1890, a close season for the whole year for 
all fish “within the limits of the 91,000 acres proposed 
for the national park”.

The close season, when it was proclaimed, applied to 
every creek, river or stream or other waters within the 

Chapter 5: Land Subdivision, Surveys and Temporary Reserves   45

Field naturalists camped at Oberon Bay, 
Wilsons Promontory, 1905. 
Photo courtesy Historic Places, Department of  
Sustainability and Environment, Victoria
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specified limits. Hot on the heels of the Proclamation 
came another in the following October which 
prohibited “the killing or destruction of any native game 
mentioned in or from time to time by proclamation as 
aforesaid included in the Third Schedule to the Game 
Act 1890 as aforesaid.”

This Order was signed by the Governor, the 
Right Honourable Thomas, Baron Brassey, and the 
Commissioner of Trade and Customs, Mr R W Best.

In case there was likely to be any doubt about what 
was included in the Third Schedule, His Lordship and Mr 
Best, on the advice of the Executive Council, followed 
up with a supplementary Proclamation which made it 
clear that this Schedule included all Australian fauna 
with the exception of snakes. This Order was on page 
3916 of the Gazette of the 4th November 1898.

It was a bit hard on snakes as a class because of 
those species which could possibly occur on the 
Promontory only the Tiger, Copperhead and Black Snake 
could be considered at all dangerous to man.

Not so many years ago the late Crosbie Morrison 
suggested that one of the islands of the National 
Park should be made a special sanctuary for snakes, 
but there was such an indignant outcry from the 
herpetophobes in the land that his scheme was 
abandoned. On general ecological grounds it did not 
have a great deal to commend it anyhow.

The Proclamation restricting fishing in the waters 
of the reserve must have seemed rather severe, or 
perhaps there was some administrative difficulty 
consequent upon its operation, for in December an 
open season was proclaimed under the Fisheries Act.

It designated the season in which fish might be 
taken legally within the boundaries of the 91,000-acre 
reserve.

It took about 250 words to tell citizens that the open 
season was from the 1st July to the 8th July inclusive in 
each year!

Seven days in mid-winter in which to fish seems hardly 
worth the trouble of having an open season at all.

This curious document was published on page 4059 
of the Gazette of 23 December 1898 and the Order 
remained in force for about 38 years.  It might have 
continued for ever had not the increasing popularity of 
the Park caused the authorities to review the matter.

Anglers would trip down to the national park for a 
holiday, anticipating a week or two of quiet angling in 
the deep tidal streams, only to find that there was a 
prohibition against it except during the first week in July. 
They had to content themselves with casting their lines 
into the surf or dropping them over the rocks at places 
like Tongue Point.

They were, of course, perfectly free to catch fish or 

anything else outside high water mark on any part of 
the coast of the Promontory.

When the intention to make the 1898 Proclamation 
was announced there was a howl from the professional 
fishermen who operated in Corner Basin and off the 
coast of the Promontory. They anticipated that the 
close season would apply to marine fish as well, but a 
deputation and ministerial assurances satisfied them 
that their industry was in no danger. About the only 
effect it had on them (or some of them) was that it 
prevented them spreading their nets across the mouth 
of the tidal streams to catch the outgoing schools of fish 
which had come up those streams to spawn or those 
which merely took advantage of an incoming tide to 
travel into the tidal reaches of the rivers to feed and to 
depart with the outgoing tide.

Fred Lewis, the Chief Inspector of Fisheries and 
Game, successfully moved to have the Proclamation 
revoked. Neither he, his Department nor the 
Committee of Management of the National Park knew 
why the regulation was proclaimed. Any document 
which might have enlightened them had long since 
disappeared. Such documents belonged originally to 
the State Department of Trade and Customs which, 
in 1898, administered the Fisheries Act, but when 
the Commonwealth took over the functions of that 
Department, it supposedly took over and retained the 
files as well.

Lewis could see no reason why visitors to the 
National Park should be debarred from angling in 
the streams there. The Committee of Management 
agreed with him and, on Lewis’s recommendation, the 
Proclamation was revoked in June 1936.

About the only other detail which needed tidying 
up concerned the manner in which fish could be taken 
from those few streams where worthwhile catches 
were to be expected. Accordingly, in September 1952, 
a Proclamation under the Fisheries Acts prohibited the 
use of trammels, trawls and other nets or engines at 
any time within a radius of a quarter of a mile of the 
mouth of the Tidal River.

Lord Brassey’s Proclamation of the 31st October 
1898 concerning the protection of native game referred 
only to the 91,000 acres mentioned in the Order 
which defined the boundaries of the land temporarily 
reserved from sale. As ten years later 75,000 acres of it 
was permanently reserved as a National Park the game 
protection order had to be amended to meet the new 
situation and this was effected by Proclamation under 
the Game Acts by Governor Sir Gibson Carmichael. It 
was published on page 4118 of the Gazette of the 7th 
September 1910.

As the relevant part of the 1898 Proclamation has 
been already quoted on page ••• it might be of interest 



to compare the new one with it. It was headed:

“Protection of Native Game of all kinds at Wilson’s 
Promontory and Portion of Corner Inlet.”

Proclamation.

“........the part of Victoria hereinafter described 
shall be a locality in which from 1st January to 31st 
December (both days inclusive) in each year it shall be 
unlawful for any person to kill or destroy any native 
game set forth in the Third Schedule to the Game Act 
1890.

Part of Victoria referred to above (stated in the 
preamble to the order):-

Commencing at a point being high water mark at 
Yanakie or Millar’s Landing, parish of Yanakie on the 
western side of Corner Basin (shown on the Lands 
Department’s original plan W/384.B as Corner Inlet); 
thence by a direst line hearing north sixty-six degrees 
east magnetic towards the summit of Mount Singapore 
to within five chains of the foreshore of Wilson’s 
Promontory northerly, easterly, southerly, westerly and 
northerly to a point north-west from the mouth of the 
Darby River; thence easterly to an by a line parallel to 
and north of Darby River to the western boundary of 
the National Park permanently reserved by Order in 
Council of 25th February 1905; thence north, west, 
north, north westerly and north easterly by the said 
boundary of the Park as amended by Order in Council 
of 18th August 1908 to high water mark on the south 
western shore of Corner Basin; thence northerly by high 
water mark to the commencing point.”

(Signed)  T. Carmichael.

  Geo. Graham, Minister of Agriculture.

This new regulation took in more than the National 
Park. It included a slice of the Yanakie Common from 
the old Yanakie Landing down to the mouth of the 
Darby River and a considerable part of the waters of the 
Basin.

When the Park regulations were published in 
September 1908 they included two which dealt 
specifically with animals.

Regulation 3 stated the “No person shall shoot, 
poison, trap, snare, hook, catch or otherwise destroy 
or interfere with or take away any animal, eggs, skins 
or feathers of any description or carry any firearms, 
poison, traps, snares or guns within the National Park 
without the permission in writing of the Committee of 
Management first obtained.”

In their anxiety to be comprehensive they had 
overdone it. Anything that is not a mineral or a 
vegetable is an animal so theoretically sanctuary for 
snakes was restored by the regulation.

Regulation 8 read: “No person shall bring into the 

National park any animal of any description without 
the permission in writing of the Committee of 
Management.”

The matter of cattle grazing was looked after by 
the proviso “that money received for agistment 
shall be expended in the maintenance, stocking and 
improvement of the Park” and that “an account thereof 
shall be furnished annually to the Board of Land and 
Works.” In case there were people who considered dogs 
were not animals Regulation 11 rather unnecessarily 
ordered that “no person shall bring into the National 
Park any dog without the permission of the Committee 
of Management.”

A Site for a National Park
To return to 1898.  The spate of Proclamations, Orders 
in Council, Notices and Regulations which began to flow 
in that year implied that something had been really 
achieved. The Promontory had been saved for posterity.

But had it?

While this paperwork was proceeding in Melbourne, 
the site for a national park continued to be a hive of 
activity. Its status as a fauna sanctuary was at a low ebb.

The threat of permanent reservation appeared to stir 
to greater effort everyone who had the slightest interest 
in exploiting its natural resources.

The Government, having reserved it from sale—
temporarily—sat back, as it were, and reconsidered the 
situation for five or six years.

The interval was long enough to cause public interest 
in “the site for a national park” to flag somewhat. 
Governments lost interest too. They had other pressing 
problems.

Form 1899 governments followed one another in 
quick succession, arriving at the Premiership of Sir 
Thomas Bent in February 1904.

A Government that could appease the land-hungry 
would be assured of support and Sir Thomas was not 
the man to neglect such a policy of appeasement. 
During his term of office settlers flocked to the land—
any land.

Victoria was being “opened up” again. The search for 
suitable areas was intensified. There were 91,000 acres 
lying idle on Wilson’s Promontory and the question of 
utilising this large area to better advantage needed re-
examination.

Who better qualified to inspire such a process than 
Tommy Bent, the man who had encouraged the virtual 
annihilation of the great Sandringham heathlands, 
who had “opened up” the Dandenong Ranges? Under 
his guidance the Promontory was marked down by 
Cabinet for sub-division into 1,000-acre blocks and, 
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early in 1904, the Secretary for Lands was instructed 
accordingly.

The immediate result was that applications were 
invited from would-be settlers to occupy the several 
blocks. 

The advertisement was the first intimation to the 
members of the Field Naturalists’ Club that all was not 
well with the ‘site for a national park’. It dawned upon 
them that it had been only temporarily reserved from 
sale—not as a national park either, but only as a site for 
one.

A deputation was swiftly organised by the leaders 
of the Club, the Royal Society of Victoria and the 
Ornithologists’ Union—the third of a series that this 
contentious Promontory made necessary.

Professor Baldwin Spencer, Messrs T. S. Hall, A. 
D. Hardy, O. A Sayce and F. Wisewould formed the 
deputation and they were introduced to the Minister 
of Lands (Mr John Murray) by their fellow member, 
the Hon. Frank Madden, Speaker of the Legislative 
Assembly and, as a result of their eloquent plea for 
the permanent reservation of the Promontory, Cabinet 
revoked its earlier decision and the sub-division was 
cancelled.

It looked as though Mr Best’s Ministerial direction 
of 1898 needed re-statement in rather more definite 
terms and this, it appeared, could be brought about 
only by pressure of public opinion.

All who have given thought to the matter are agreed 
that a good politician is one who is sensitive to public 
opinion. They also recognise that public opinion is rarely 
spontaneous. It needs shaping and moulding.

The Field Naturalists decided that, if Victorians were 
to have Wilsons Promontory as a national park, they 
would have to do the shaping and moulding.

The Australian Natives’ Association, at its annual 
conference, took up the matter with enthusiasm and 
passed a resolution in favour of the reservation of the 
whole of the Promontory as a national park. This was 
followed by the formation of a large committee of 
prominent citizens to press the matter to a conclusion. 
It was headed by the Acting Lord Mayor of Melbourne 
and heavily weighted with members of Parliament, all 
anxious to assist the cause.

This “softening up” process assured the success  
of the public meeting arranged by the scientific 
societies for the evening of the 7th October 1904 in the 
Athenaeum Hall. It was given advance publicity in the 
form of a leading article in The Argus newspaper 
which drew attention to the suitability of the 
Promontory as a national park by describing its 
special scenic features and pointing out the peculiar 
advantages it possessed over any other part of the  

State for the preservation of its native wildlife.

“Not even a rod of fencing is required to isolate it, 
for the bare and evershifting sand dunes on the narrow 
western neck are a natural barrier, cutting it off from 
the mainland.”—a description which did scant justice to 
the Yanakie Isthmus, nor did it flatter the perspicacity of 
those settlers who occupied blocks on it.

However, the writer’s intentions were good and 
the article concluded — “There are no grounds for 
assuming that the Ministry of Parliament are not in 
sympathy with the object for which the meeting is being 
held. A small part of the Promontory is being used at 
present as rough grazing ground for store cattle, but the 
interests of a few individual graziers will not stand in the 
way of a public purpose.”

At the meeting the Lieutenant Governor and Chief 
Justice of Victoria presided and on the platform sat an 
imposing array of notable gentlemen.

The principal speaker was Professor Baldwin 
Spencer and he was supported by Mr Carty-Salmon, 
MHR (representing the A. N. A.), the Rev. Dr Bevan, 
Mr Frank Stuart, MLC, Mr G.M. Prendegast, MLA, Mr 
E.G. Fitzgibbon (Town Clerk of Melbourne) and the 
Chairman’s naturalist brother, the Hon. Frank Madden.

Presumably some of them spoke briefly because the 
program included the screening of a selection of lantern 
slides of scenes on Wilsons Promontory and in national 
parks in the USA, New Zealand and New South Wales. 
These were projected by Mr J Searle, the Naturalists’ 
Club lanternist, and described by Dr Bird, who, it was 
stated, had spent many holidays on the Promontory.

Mr Fitzgibbon moved –

“That this meeting request the Government to 
permanently reserve Wilson’s Promontory as a National 
Park and vest it in trustees.”

Mrs Anna Hardy collecting plant specimens at Oberon Flat 
during the Field Naturalists Club of Victoria 1905 excursion to 
Wilsons Promontory.
Photo courtesy Historic Places, Department of Sustainability and Environment, 
Victoria



As the champion of the cause, Fitzgibbon—a man 
remembered for his vehement advocacy of parklands 
for the people—was an excellent choice. His eloquence 
as much as the quality of the photographs and lantern 
slides used to illustrate the addresses must surely have 
convinced those present that here indeed was a place 
worth treasuring for its superb scenery alone.

The motion was supported by several speakers and 
carried with acclamation.

A further motion, by Mr Stuart, brought about 
the appointment of an influential committee to 
present Fitzgibbon’s resolution to the Minister. It 
took some time for the committee to make the 
necessary arrangements but, on the 7th December, 
representatives of the FNCV, the Royal Society, the 
Royal Geographical Society, the ANA, the Ornithologists’ 
Union, the trustees of both the Public Library and 
Exhibition Building, the Victorian Piscatorial Council and 
the Zoological and Acclimatization society met Mr John 
Murray, the Minister of Lands.

This fourth deputation secured a promise from the 
Minister that 75, 000 acres of Wilson’s Promontory 
would be permanently reserved as a national park and 
his promise was fulfilled on the 25 January, 1905 when 
the following notice appeared in the Victoria Gazette of 
that date—

“Land Proposed to be Permanently Reserved from 
Sale.”

“Wilson’s Promontory: Site for a National Park about 
to be permanently reserved, being that part of the 
site temporarily reserved therefore by Order of 7th 
July 1898, – Seventyfive thousand acres more or less, 
County of Buln Buln, Parishes of Beek Beek, Warreen, 
Kulk and Tallang, commencing at the north east angle of 
allotment 76, parish of Yanakie South, bounded thence 
by a line bearing north to a point where it would be 
intersected by a line running parallel with the shore 
of Corner Inlet at a distance of forty chains from high 
water mark, thence by the latter line bearing north 
easterly and northerly to the south boundary of the 
township of Seaforth, thence by that boundary bearing 
east to a point where it would be intersected by a line 
running parallel to the shore of Bass Strait at a distance 
of forty chains from high water mark, thence by that 
line bearing southerly, westerly and north westerly 
to a point in line with the east boundary of allotment 
74, Parish of Yanakie South and thence by a line, the 
last mentioned allotment and allotment 78 aforesaid 
bearing north to the point of commencement.”

(signed) J Murray, Commissioner of Crown Lands & 
Survey.

This proposal was confirmed by an Order in Council 
made one month later and gazetted on the 8th March.
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The difference between the 91,000 acres which had 
been temporarily reserved as a site and the 75,000 
acres which eventuated as the permanent reserve was 
due to the exclusion of a half-mile coastal strip around 
the whole of the Promontory.

It was an odd arrangement because, although the 
people of Victoria had gained their national park, at 
no point did it have a sea frontage. Without such a 
frontage its special virtue as a wildlife conservation area 
would be almost nullified. The imaginary boundary line 
running forty chains inland and parallel to the coast 
could hardly compare in effectiveness with the ocean 
and “the bare, evershifting sand dunes” mentioned by 
The Argus leader writer some months earlier.

However, the half-mile strip was still temporarily 
reserved and the whole area was still a sanctuary for 
native fauna. The only real change was that, under the 
new order, the 75,000 acres acquired a new status. It 
was no longer available for commercial exploitation, 
hence timber logging and milling would have to cease—
which they eventually did.

The timber tram lines were taken up, the machinery 
removed and the rest of the outfit abandoned. The saw 
pits, sawdust heaps, ramps, staging and bridges slowly 
disappeared through the agencies of Nature and bush 
fires.

The First Biological Survey
At last, after a struggle of twenty years, the Club and 
its associates felt that something of importance to the 
community had been achieved. The dream had come 
true.

It seemed that it would be left largely to the Club 
to develop a national park that would be treasured by 
the people of all generations. Time would tell whether 
that hope would be realised but the enthusiastic Club 
members lost no time in making Victorians aware of the 
great asset that had been won for them.

The first step was a thorough examination of the 
National Park—a stocktaking of its natural resources 
and an assessment of its potential as a nature 
conservation area.

This was a task that called for energy as well as 
enthusiasm but these were qualities generously 
represented in the team of scientists and naturalists 
who, during the summer vacation of 1905, undertook 
the first of a series of biological surveys.

The team comprised T.S. Hall, A.D. Hardy, A.S. 
Kenyon, J.A. Kershaw, J.A. Leach and G.B. Pritchard who, 
following their eight-day sojourn, published in the Club’s 
journal of April 1906 what is still regarded as a valuable 
contribution to the scientific study of the Promontory. 
Some notes from their report are of interest in the light 

of our present knowledge of the condition and natural 
history of the National Park.

Rabbits had not, at that time, reached the 
Promontory. Wild dogs were a pest. As Hardy remarked, 
they were not true dingoes but the progeny of domestic 
dogs left by fishermen, selectors and hunters. These 
animals had interbred with the dingo to an extent that 
had almost effaced the latter. The dogs were destroying 
both koala and black-tailed wallaby.

With the approval of the Lands Department the party 
laid over one hundred baits.

They found no evidence of the presence of kangaroo, 
platypus and lyrebird.

Hardy also remarked that a sawmill was still 
operating at Sealers’ Cove and that, since the place was 
now a national park, it should be stopped.

The report recommended that a vermin-proof fence 
should be built across the narrow isthmus so that 
kangaroo, platypus, lyrebird, emu and other animals at 
that time considered as absent from the Park, could be 
introduced and contained.

No reference was made to foxes. Presumably they 
were absent. It was also mentioned that the demand for 
wallaby and koala skins from the Promontory had been, 
in the past, so great that over 2,000 of each had been 
removed in one year! (Remember that in November 
1898 the Promontory had been gazetted as a sanctuary 
for native fauna.)

The systematic survey of the flora and fauna 
indicated the presence of 182 species of plant whose 
identity was recognisable in mid-summer, 100 species 
of shellfish, 13 crustaceans (including crabs, crayfish 
and yabbies), 71 birds (including the alien starling), 11 
reptiles (including 10 lizards and the copperhead snake), 
67 beetles, 50 moths and butterflies and about 30 or 40 
insects belonging to other natural orders.

Spiders, scrub ticks, leaches, sandflies, fleas and bed 
bugs were not listed although surely some of them 
must have been seen and felt. The bed bugs had not at 
that time been introduced!

The information gleaned during this Christmas 
camp-out was used to further publicise the Park at a 
subsequent public meeting held in the Masonic Hall. 
A report of the event stated that more than 1,000 
people attended to hear Dr T.S. Hall give an address 
which he illustrated with lantern slides and photographs 
taken during the expedition. The emphasis was on the 
peculiar suitability of the reserve as a place for the 
protection and conservation of the country’s flora and 
fauna but it was considered that no really serious effort 
in this direction would be successful until the reserve 
had a sea frontage—which it then lacked—and, as well, 
a barrier (in the form of a fence) to free movement of 



fauna to and from the Park and the Yanakie Isthmus.

Publicity of this kind inspired others to explore the 
new National Park.

In the following year occurred the first official 
excursion to the Promontory by members of the 
Melbourne Walking and Touring Club. The adventures 
of the four participants are recalled in an amusing 
reminiscence by their leader, W. E. Briggs, writing in The 
Melbourne Walker, Volume 5 of 1935.

The publicity had another effect—that of bringing 
together, by a community of interest, people in all walks 
of life who wanted something done to preserve and 
protect Victoria’s scenic places before the spread of 
settlement made such a thing impossible. They came 
together as a National Parks Association under the 
secretaryship of Dr J. W. (later, Sir James) Barrett, and 
through the medium of the new organisation naturalists 
were able to reach a much broader section of the 
general public than the more specialist organisations 
had been able to do. With its backing the government 
was persuaded to add to the Park the formerly excluded 
half-mile strip.

This was effected by Order made on the 18th August 
1908 and published on page 4161 of the Gazette issued 
the following day. It read—

“Land Permanently reserved from Sale.”

“In pursuance of the Land Act 1901 (etc.) ....the 
Governor ........ has ......reserved from sale permanently 
the land hereinafter mentioned viz.—

Wilson’s Promontory – Land for a National Park and 
for sites to establish, when required, pilot stations, 
lighthouses and other aids to navigation.”

In this way some 26,000 acres of territory was added 
to the 75,000 acres permanently reserved in 1905. The 
Order, incidentally, revealed the purpose of the original 
exclusion of the half-mile strip. It was to provide for any 
future requirement of “pilot stations, lighthouses and 
other aids to navigation.”

The passage of time showed that 26,000 acres 
was rather more than was really necessary for such 
purposes and the actual foreshore reserves were 
limited to several 10-chain strips on the east coast—at 
Sealers’ Cove, Refuge Cove and Waterloo Bay—and on 
the west coast at Oberon Bay and, of course, the half-
mile radius of territory inland from the South East Point 
Lighthouse. These exclusions from the National Park still 
obtain.

They are for the benefit of those, travelling by sea, 
who find it necessary to shelter from gales. They are, 
nevertheless, under the jurisdiction and control of the 
Committee of Management of the National Park.

The same Gazette announced the names of the 
Committee of Management of the Park and also defined 

the area they were charged to administer. The notice is 
an important item in a long series of official documents 
relating to Wilsons Promontory and, to the citizens of 
Victoria in 1908, it must have appeared as though it 
were the last word on the subject.

To the people of today it is seen as an incident, albeit 
an important one, in the long story of the birth and 
development in Victoria of the National Park concept.

Other national parks have come into being but in 
some instances their birth pangs have been so slight as 
to have passed without much public comment. People 
the world over, and their governments, have come to 
recognise national parks as institutions to which they 
are entitled and which are essential for the well-being 
of a community.

The question which troubles people today [circa 
1960] is “How much of our economically utilisable State 
can be spared for further national parks and nature 
reserves?”

In 1908 there was a feeling of urgency about the 
problem of saving the State’s scenic places from 
impending desolation. A National Parks Association 
came into existence to plead the cause of nature 
conservation. Victoria profited exceedingly by the 
efforts of that Association and its associates but the 
goal was never reached. Two world wars intervened 
to divert public attention from the program of scenery 
preservation so that today the goal is not easily 
attainable.

The struggle to retain even samples of that which 
still remains is harder now. Where fifty years ago one 
tenth of the State could have been set aside as public 
parkland without detriment to its economy, today we 
will deem ourselves fortunate if a government can be 
persuaded to accept the principle that one twentieth of 
our territory should be set aside in this way. Every inch 
of land in the eyes of so many has a value measured 
so generously in terms of economics as to outweigh its 
worth as an amenity for the people.

The new Victorian National Parks Association which 
was born in 1952 has found that out. It has also found 
that the mere labelling of a place as a national park 
does not necessarily mean that the reserve remains 
inviolate. There is always someone eager enough to 
attempt to gain some exclusive profit by exploiting it 
and today there is nothing more convincing than the 
plea that such attempts at exploitation for private gain 
are in the interests of State development.

One may well pause to reflect and ask “Development 
for what?”

“How much of our economically utilisable State can 
be spared…?” It was just such a question which delayed 
for nearly 25 years the consummation of Gregory’s 
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dream in 1884. The Notice quoted above made the 
dream a reality.

Footnote
1 These parish names are of Aboriginal derivation and 
their meanings are given in the chapter devoted to the 
origin and meaning of place names on the Promontory.

It was a happy custom of many of the early surveyors 
to use Aboriginal words for parishes and counties 
wherever practicable – a custom which has made a 
singular contribution to the maintenance of interest in 
the language of the Aborigines and one which had been 
encouraged by Major Mitchell when he was Surveyor-
General of the Colony of New South Wales.
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