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Chapter 3: The Township of Seaforth, and Tin Mining

Alexander Black was the man who surveyed 
the 110 mile Black–Allen border line between 
Victoria and New South Wales, from the Indi 

River to Cape Howe, in 1871–2. He was not only a 
very experienced surveyor but a seasoned bushman 
as well—one who would hardly be daunted by the 
morasses and swamps nor the sand dunes of the 
Singapore Peninsula.

The Prom’s Singapore Peninsula has an interesting 
history which stemmed from the developments 
taking place on the mainland shores of the Inlet 
and from various activities on the Promontory 
itself—activities such as sealing, logging and milling, 
lighthouse construction, coast and geological surveying, 
prospecting, fishing, cattle grazing, dingo trapping, 
hunting of koalas and wallabies and other sporting 
proclivities.

In the course of time the Peninsula became what 
must have been something like the distributing centre 
for the needs of those who for one reason or another, 
roamed the Promontory.

Entrance Point, on its north-eastern shore, provided 
a good landing for boats from the mainland, just across 
the water. A nearby spring furnished a constant water 
supply to supplement any deficiencies of rain water 
catchment and Mount Singapore and its contiguous hills 
gave protection from the boisterous gales which were 
apt to lash the ocean coast.

Biddy had selected the place as a site for her camp, 
so presumably others were already camped there 
when she arrived. It was well situated as the point for 
despatch of scalps, skins and furs—the trade of the 
dingo trapper and hunter. Dingoes were plentiful on the 
Promontory and provided a source of steady income to 
both trappers and shooters up to the last decade of the 
century.

During the 1860s and 1870s scarcely a square mile 
of the Colony escaped inspection by prospectors. Their 
prime interest was gold but other metals, ores and 
minerals were sought and the Promontory had its share 
of the invaders.

The gold rush era had attracted numbers of Chinese 
to the Colony and many of them crossed to the 
Promontory to join the hopeful gold seekers. Like their 
European counterparts, they found no gold but their 
sojourn is commemorated by several place names on 
Singapore Peninsula. On the east coast are Johnny 
Souey’s Cove and Beach, and on the west coast one will 
note Chinaman’s Bay, Bend, Creek, Knob, and Beach and 
Chinaman’s Long Beach.

Some Chinese people remained to eke out a 
livelihood as station hands and fishermen. By them 
was founded the squid fishing industry in those parts. 
Squid was esteemed a delicacy in China and the dried 

cephalopod provided an export trade profitable enough 
to enable the industry to continue for some years. The 
disappearance of the Chinese from the scene probably 
coincided with the outbursts of popular feeling against 
them which developed in the latter years of the 19th 
century.

During the period of the geological survey of 
South Gippsland by Murray the Promontory had been 
included in the area examined by him. Apart from his 
observations on its general geology and his mention of 
the mineral collection of Mr Millar of Yanakie Station, 
the only reference in his report to its potential mineral 
wealth was to the existence of stream tin.

In the following years tin prospecting contracted 
towards the Singapore Peninsula and finally Mount 
Hunter became the focal point of all the mining 
operations that followed. It also became the hunter’s 
playground, his happy hunting ground in a land of the 
free and easy far from the restraining influences of 
more organised communities. Even up to the 1950s 
the Peninsula and other places in the Park away from 
the watchful eye of the Park ranger were favoured 
preserves of some ‘sportsmen’ who, without much 
constraint, hunted rabbits, foxes, deer, emus and 
wallabies.

The regular fishing industry also made its 
contribution to the genesis of planned settlement on 
the Peninsula. Due to a variety of circumstances fishing 
has always been a struggling industry in Victoria and, 
over the years, many plans for its stabilisation have 
been devised.

One which especially affected the destiny of the 
Promontory will be discussed in another chapter. 
For the present it need only be mentioned that the 
fishermen on this part of the Victorian coast were based 
mainly on Toora and Welshpool. Shelter Cove was a 
haven for those who made the Inlet in time of trouble.

During their periods of slackness or relaxation they 
too would join the throng around Mount Singapore, 
Biddy’s Camp and Mount Hunter. The settlement 
scheme which the Government was considering in 1887 
envisaged the laying out of townships at suitable sites 
along the coast of the Promontory and Corner Basin. 
For reasons to be discussed later, the scheme was 
abandoned, but not in its entirety.

On 5th July 1889 the Victoria Gazette carried a 
Proclamation, dated 1st July, made under the Land Act 
of 1884. The gist of it read as follows:

“His Excellency Sir William Cleaver Francis Robinson, 
KCMG .....the Administrator of the Government of 
Victoria ......does by this notice now proclaim as 
townships the portions of Crown lands hereinafter 
described, that is to say, – 
Township at Mount Singapore, Wilson’s Promontory, 



County of Buln Buln, Parish of Yanakie: bounded on the 
south by a line running from east to west and distant 
about one mile and a half south from the summit of 
Mount Hunter, and on the west, north and east by the 
shore of Corner Inlet.”

The division of the Promontory into its four parishes 
probably took place during the survey in 1842–3 by 
Thomas Nutt. Thereafter Warreen was used when any 
reference in official documents was made to the parish 
in relation to any proposals for a survey, one of which, 
of course, involved the township at Mount Singapore. 

As a consequence of the Proclamation at least two 
township sites were surveyed—Yanakie, at Townsend’s 
Point, and Seaforth at Mount Singapore. The latter 
was the only site with any semblance of a more or less 
resident population and, when the clamour against 
the Promontory settlement scheme had abated, Black 
was sent to make the survey. Seaforth was situated 
near Freshwater Cove, about a mile south of Mount 
Singapore. Its streets were all named—Hunter, Latrobe, 
Leonard, Mason and Singapore Streets and The 
Esplanade among them.

Singapore Street ran from south to north in line with 
Mount Singapore. The more easterly Hunter Street was 
parallel with it but lay in line with Mount Hunter. Mason 
Street was named after E. C. Mason MA and one-time 
Speaker of the House of Representatives who had 
represented the Yarram district for a number of years—
from 1881 to about 1885. He had fought hard for the 
construction of the Great Southern Railway and when 
he retired from politics a grateful electorate presented 
him with a purse of four hundred sovereigns.

A sketch map shows the general layout as designed 
by Black. The original is Plan W.384 B.1, dated July 
1895. It shows Section A of the whole township and the 
Section included 316 rectangular blocks.

In June 1892 the residential sites were put up for 
auction and fifteen of them were actually sold. Most 
of them were quarter-acre blocks and, together, they 
brought about £300 which, all things considered, was a 
pretty good price in those days—between £15 and £23 
a block. 

W Gaunson (Commissioner of Lands?) invested heavily 
by purchasing nine blocks—46, 47, 56, 90, 101, 102, 
103, 105 and 106. Block 90 cost him £40. H. Cumberland 
bought Lot 43 for £22 which was about the average price. 
G.A. Grant acquired Lot 94, C. Curtin Lot 107, J. Whyte 
Lot 88, T. Hooper Lot 57 and E. S. Raphael Lot 50.

The three last mentioned proved to be what might 
well be called ‘stumbling blocks’ in later years when the 
Committee of Management of the National Park planned 
to take over control of Seaforth. The owners could not 
be located and hence the titles could not be transferred 
without long enquiry and search for the owners.

As none of the investors of 1892 had made any effort 
to use the properties the Government was persuaded to 
attempt to resume the land and, in 1910, the Minister 
for Lands approved the acquisition by purchase.

All but three of the owners or their agents or 
executors were glad enough to get rid of their 
holdings for a total £460. The three who could not 
be located caused a considerable delay in concluding 
the transaction. The executors of Raphael’s estate 
eventually yielded up Lot 50 but the title holders of Lots 
57 and 88 were never found.

Little now remains to show that Seaforth ever existed 
except, possibly, a memory conveyed by the name 
“Pub Hump”—the rise above Chinaman’s Beach where 
once stood George Smith’s hotel. Yes. The Promontory 
once had an hotel. It was a modest affair, lacking the 
kind of amenity now considered so necessary for the 
modern visitor to the Promontory—no Royal Suite, no 
Conference Room, probably no bath in every room but 
it did have a bar and that was what kept the place going 
for some time.

The hotel was built on what was to be called The 
Esplanade. Smith hoped to purchase the freehold of the 
block on which he had built his pub but was apparently 
outbid. Thus he was obliged to move the building and 
so it was transferred in its entirety to Port Welshpool to 
serve as a store conducted by Mrs Ellis, one of Smith’s 
daughters.

The historic old building in much modified form still 
exists and may be seen at Port Welshpool, where for 
years it was used as a post office and the residence of 
the post mistress.

Another memorial to Seaforth is the stone cairn on 
the summit of Mount Singapore. The cairn was erected 
by Black’s survey party in 1890 or 1891. Although it is 
a quite imposing structure it is now little known and 
rarely visited mainly because of the present difficulty of 
access to the summit of the mount.

The dissolution of a township can be a long 
drawn-out affair, as might be gathered from another 
Proclamation made 63 years after the one which 
brought Seaforth into existence. It is quoted from the 
Government Gazette of 24th September 1953.(page 
5438) under the heading:

Land Act, 1928 – Township at Mount Singapore 
Rescinded.

“....(By the authority of) Section 25 of the Land Act, 
1928 do this my Proclamation rescind the Proclamation 
dated 1st July, 1889 defining certain areas of land as 
townships insofar as it refers to the Township at Mount 
Singapore, Wilson’s Promontory, County of Buln Buln, 
Parish of Yanakie ....(etc., as described in the 1889 
Proclamation)

Chapter 3: The Township of Seaforth, and Tin Mining   31



32   A History of Wilsons Promontory

Given under my Hand and Seal (etc.) 16th 
September, 1952.

Dallas Brooks. 
A.E. Lind, Commissioner of Crown Lands and Survey.

Thus was Seaforth erased from the map!

Tin Mining on Mount Hunter
On Mount Hunter, about 3 or 4 km south of Seaforth, 
tin mining became the preoccupation of a number of 
the more enthusiastic or optimistic prospectors.

Several leases were allotted and a succession of 
licensees operated them up to about 1926 when all 
leases and the appertaining licences were withdrawn.

The Mount Hunter venture, during its heyday, had a 
number of supporters, none more enterprising than Mr 
Bill Smith – a well known identity of Port Welshpool. As 
well as investing in the business he made valiant efforts 
to promote public interest in it. His boat was used to 
ferry prospective investors across to the workings where 
they could see for themselves where the fortunes of the 
future lay.

Although Bill was related to George Smith the one-
time proprietor of the “Seaforth” Hotel, he seems to 
have failed to recognise that, as an investment, hotel 
businesses might be more lucrative than tin mines on 
Mount Hunter. However, by 1914, things looked fairly 
bright and Smith brought into commission the “Janet 
Iles”, a boat well known to many visitors to the mines 
and, in later years, to tourists who wanted to explore 
the Promontory’s east coast. It is now a museum 
piece on display next to the Port Welshpool Historical 
Museum.

The prospectors, during the first years of the 
geological survey of Victoria, had located small 
quantities of stream tin in the Tertiary gravels at a 
number of places on the Promontory and in adjacent 
localities. According to Murray, a hundredweight of 
ore had been sluiced from the beds of tributaries of 
the Franklin River in the early 1870s. The ore was 
considered to have originated in the Palaeozoic granites 
and Silurian deposits during the period of erosion of the 
gap between Wilsons Promontory and the mainland 
ranges where those rocks are exposed. This surmise 
seemed to be substantiated by the discoveries of Mr 
Millar of Yanakie Station in the 1870s. He had washed 
small quantities of cassiterite (a tin ore) from the debris 
which overlies the granite in the vicinity of the Yanakie 
Landing although the prospectors who had combed the 
western side of the Promontory had failed to obtain 
anything worthwhile.

Competent opinion was inclining to the opinion 
that if tin was to be discovered there at all in payable 
quantity it would be located in lodes or veins in the 

eastern or central parts. Mount Singapore was duly 
prospected—and two quartz lodes varying in thickness 
from six inches to two feet were encountered, but they 
yielded no metal.

Many years later, when the price of tin had risen 
appreciably, prospectors had another try and, in 1902, 
tin was found in a gully running east from a saddle of 
hills about one mile inland from Chinaman’s Bay—
somewhere between Mount Singapore and Mount 
Hunter.

A cut of about 50 feet yielded 40 pounds of ore. The 
lucky prospector is believed to have been a man named 
Lawson. At any rate, the stream in this particular gully 
came to be known as Lawson’s Creek. In a tributary to 
the creek, called Grey Tin Gully, the ore occurred in a 
wash which varied in depth from a few inches to about 
a foot. It rested on a granite bottom at a depth of two 
or three feet.

As a result of the work of the pioneer prospectors 
a mining lease was secured and serious efforts were 
made to work it. In 1905 E J Dunn, the then Director of 
the Victorian Geological Survey, visited the mine and 
reported that, since tin ore was at the time, worth £165 
a ton, the leased area was likely to yield a quite payable 
amount of tin. All that was required was to find the 
source of the wash and to determine its direction and 
extent. This the miners proceeded to do.

Early in 1919 J P Kenny, Assistant Field Geologist, 
gave a brief report on the activities of Richardson’s 
team, which was then working one of the leases.

The party claimed to have located the source of the 
ore in a high level run which crossed a wide saddle at 
700 feet above sea level for a width of nine chains and 
a length of fifteen chains. If Lawson’s cut was to be 
any guide, a small fortune in tin lay in this run. Kenny 
considered that the tin already found could have been 
washed down from this area into the gullies which 
emptied into a flat of some 1000 acres in extent on the 
east side of Mount Hunter.

This flat is an especially interesting area from quite 
another point of view. It is completely surrounded 
by a morass which has protected it from invasion by 
fire as well as from any large-scale invasion by man. 
It may very well represent a relic of plant and animal 
associations long since gone from the rest of the 
Peninsula. It is thought to have been formed by drift 
sand and has a maximum elevation of about ten feet 
above high water mark.

The bedrock of granite dips under the morass at a 
slope of from ten to 25 degrees and it seemed likely 
that the ore might have accumulated between the 
granite and the drift sand over the whole area. As the 
cost of recovery from such a situation, where the depth 
of overburden was quite unknown, would have been 



uneconomic, no steps were taken to remove the sand. 
If tin ore did indeed lie beneath this thousand acres of 
drift sand one may suppose that it is still there—well 
protected by the morass.

It should be noted that, by this time, the greater part 
of the Promontory had been reserved as a National 
Park but the tin mines were situated in a section of 
the Promontory which was then actually excluded 
from the Park. The Proclamation of 1889, referred 
to in another chapter, had the effect of setting aside 
about twelve square miles of the Singapore Peninsula 
for other public purposes—a site for the “township at 
Mount Singapore” and for the industrial developments 
which were anticipated from the tin prospecting. 
Consequently this sector remained under the control 
of the Lands Department although, when tin mining 
began to fade away, the general oversight of the area 
was delegated to the Committee of Management of the 
National Park—a delegation they would have welcomed 
with modified joy had they been able to anticipate the 
trouble they were to be put to in controlling the place.

The shortage of tin during the First World War gave 
some stimulus to the industry and it was because of the 
moderate success of the Mount Hunter venture that 
the Government was almost persuaded to throw open 

the National Park to prospectors. It had been forgotten, 
surely, that the Promontory had been pretty thoroughly 
prospected years before.

Under the National Parks Act of today miners have 
no special rights in National Parks and such a threat 
would have no substance unless Parliament were to 
decide otherwise.

National Parks appear to be peculiarly susceptible 
to the exigencies of war. Older members of the 
present community will probably recall how tin plate 
almost vanished from circulation in 1917. Many of 
the foodstuffs commonly sold in tins began to appear 
in cardboard containers. Tin plate was in decidedly 
short supply. It was considered desirable that the 
Commonwealth’s own resource of tin ore should be 
fully exploited and Wilsons Promontory was one of the 
places in Victoria where tin was known to occur. What 
was there must be won. The whole of the Park was to 
be thoroughly combed.
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Sluicing at Mt Hunter tin mine, Wilsons Promontory NP, 
1924. There is now little trace of tin mining operations.    
Photo courtesy Historic Places, Department of Sustainability and  
Environment, Victoria
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Such was the threat to its integrity in 1918.

The Committee of Management envisaged hordes 
of prospectors pegging out claims in every likely as well 
as unlikely place, sluicing operations wrecking every 
crystal stream, the beauty of this wonderland of nature 
vanishing under the onslaught of miners’ picks and 
crashing rock. It was too much.

With the support of the Field Naturalists’ Club, the 
Australian Natives’ Association and other bodies the 
Committee arranged a deputation which persuaded the 
Minister for Mines and the Minister for Lands to have 
the project abandoned.

The deputation was introduced by the Speaker of 
the House, the Hon. John Mackey who, as Minister for 
Lands in an earlier Government, had been responsible 
for having the Promontory permanently reserved as a 
National Park.

Although further licences to prospect in the Park 
were refused, the licences to work the existing leases 
at Mount Hunter remained in force because the twelve 
square miles of reserve on Singapore Peninsula was not 
actually a part of the Park reserve, although under the 
nominal control of the Committee of Management of 
the Park.

In the light of the knowledge now available and of 
the experience gained in working the Mount Hunter 
leases, it is just as well that the Government’s scheme 
was carried no further because, in the words of one of 
our foremost geologists, “the Mount Hunter operations 
provided more experience than tin.”

With some optimism the miners persisted, but their 
major efforts were confined to the Lawson’s Creek areas 
where several shafts and tunnels were excavated. Of the 
eight shafts sunk up to 1919 two, known respectively 
as Hotstone’s and Potter’s (after the men who had sunk 
them), were still being worked at the time of Kenny’s 
visit.

Hotstone’s “bottomed” at about 20 feet. The others 
varied in depth from 10 to 20 feet but apparently failed 
to yield any ore. The only worthwhile recovery came 
from Hotstone’s shaft and from two tunnels called 
“Richardson’s” and “Blakeley’s”. Kenny, in fact, believed 
that the best prospects lay in the washings from pot 
holes. The miners took the hint and, with the money 
raised from the investors, installed a mighty pumping 
system which pumped sea water from Chinaman’s Bay 
to the 700-foot level up on the Mount.

A relic on the tumbled rocks near the water’s edge at 
the south end of Chinaman’s Beach must have puzzled 
many of those who have paused to fish nearby. There 
are to be seen several large concrete blocks to which 
once were anchored the machinery which pumped the 
sea water up and around the scarp of the hill to another 

relay pump which lifted the water to the level of the 
sluicing area. The pumps and pipes were removed long 
ago. All that now remains are the blocks which have 
defied the weather for more than 60 years.

Blakeley was a relative of a one-time Senator in the 
Commonwealth Parliament while Richardson, as well 
as being a well-known trade union organiser, became 
a Councillor of the municipality of Oakleigh. He was a 
Creole and reputedly a most colourful character.

As late as 1925 the miners were still working their 
leases. W. H. Ferguson, Field Geologist of the Victorian 
Geological Survey, inspected the site early in that 
year and noted that ore was still being won—some 
from tunnels and shafts and some from sluicing. Six 
thousand cubic yards had been excavated in two parts 
of the wash in the sluiced area and more than three 
hundredweight of ore had been obtained. Continuation 
of such yield must have been promising enough to the 
Mount Hunter Tin Mining Company—the syndicate at 
that time holding the lease—to warrant the belief that a 
long life for the more lay ahead.

The company’s manager, Malcolm Kirwan, who 
succeeded the earlier manager Sinclair, established 
himself in a cottage at Chinaman’s Bay to the south of 
the 500-ft high sand dune which formed a kind of spur 
to the saddle between Biddy’s Camp and Corner Inlet. 
The precise location of the cottage would be difficult 
to find now but some guide to the spot might be the 
presence of a greater than usual number of introduced 
plant species. They would be in their greatest 
concentration at such a place.

The pot holes must have failed to fulfil expectations. 
The venture quietly faded and slowly the scars began to 
heal. Bushfires have since hastened the effacement of 
buildings and other mining structures until, today, about 
all that remains are the sites of the shafts and tunnels 
and some rusting iron machinery.

The Park Committee experienced considerable 
trouble over the excavations. The Company, under 
pressure from the Mines Department, made some 
pretence at filling the holes—mostly by covering 
them with wooden slabs over which was spread a 
few inches of soil. Luckily the Park rangers discovered 
this dangerous device and duly reported the matter. 
Although the Mines Department was asked to take 
action to have the hazards removed the culprits seem to 
have vanished. A few holes were filled in at the expense 
of the Department but it fell to the lot of the rangers to 
render the area safe.

Finis was written to the Mount Hunter tin mines in 
1926 when the three leases then current, and their 
operative licences, were declared void.
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