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Chapter 10: Indigenous and Exotic Fauna of Wilsons Promontory

The fauna of the National Park has been studied 
by a number of people but, excepting the birdlife, 
with rather less intensity than has the vegetation.

The Promontory is capable of harbouring a very 
diverse avifauna. Its capacity for doing so is governed by 
a number of factors, some more apparent than others. 
For example, a fire can completely destroy a habitat, 
which may take decades to restore to something 
resembling its original character. Indeed, it may never 
recover that character at all. In its place may arise 
another set of associations to furnish a territory for 
birds (and other wildlife) very different from that which 
sheltered the original inhabitants.

A succession of ‘good’ or ‘bad’ seasons—by which, 
generally speaking, is meant periods of unusual rainfall 
or lack of it, or phenomenally hot summers or cold 
winters (or vice versa)—can bring about alterations in 
an environment and cause profound changes in the 
composition and density of faunal populations.

A road built through a previously trackless area can 
provide a corridor for easy movement of animals to new 
territories.

Sunlight, playing on the hitherto shaded soil and 
vegetation of the roadside, will produce new conditions 
for the living things there; a kind of new microclimate 
will be formed and, in response to it, hitherto unnoticed 
plants may appear and with them new insects and 
birds, even new bacteria and fungi and all those things 
embraced by the term ‘microflora’.

Changes are taking place continually wherever 
living things inhabit. Some are exceedingly slow and 
imperceptible. Others are catastrophic.

In a national park good management is directed 
towards ensuring that none of the catastrophes are 
deliberately man-made.

Attempts have been made to record every species of 
bird seen at one time or another in the National Park 
but obviously, for several reasons, some of the species 
in earlier lists will not now be found there.

Years ago the Brolga or Native Companion was quite 
regularly seen near the Darby River.

Why is it no longer to be seen there or anywhere else 
on the Promontory?

Were those that were sighted permanent residents, 
regular visitors or merely explorers seeking good 
feeding grounds?

Other species have remained loyal to their traditional 
home and, presumably, will always do so.

The Silver Gulls at Tidal River and their early morning 
and evening rivals for scraps of food—the Crimson 
Rosellas—are tame enough to satisfy any photographer 
although, as one visitor observed, it is much too difficult 

to photograph a parrot which persists in alighting on 
one’s head!

A few of the birds recorded years ago have vanished, 
perhaps never to return. Others, unknown there in the 
early days are frequently seen there now.

The gregarious Starling was there in 1908 and has 
never left the region. It is known to roost in great flocks 
on McHugh Island—the southernmost of the Glennies.

The urban Blackbird has gradually spread throughout 
the State. It reached the Promontory about 1926. The 
House Sparrow was unknown in the Park until about the 
1940s. It is now common.

Nearly all the birds which attach themselves to man’s 
settled places—the avian camp-followers—have found 
their way to his habitations on the Promontory, but the 
native birds seem not to entertain this habit, although 
many of them profit by his presence and the presence 
of his domestic animals.

In reading the list of birds one should remember that 
it can never be complete. New arrivals are continually 
displacing the old inhabitants. The old inhabitants may 
even make their own habitats untenable.

A hurricane in the Southern Ocean may bring an 
Antarctic species to the shore—perhaps as nothing 
more than an off-course visitor. The record includes 
several such species but it is questionable whether they 
should be recognised as a part of the fauna of the Park. 
The best criterion of that is in the capacity of the place 
to provide food, a factor which can vary with both the 
season and the year. For most of the species listed, the 
food supply is ample and permanent. The species nest 
and breed in the Park, and therefore, can be regarded 
as residents.

A number breed on the islands where they enjoy a 
sanctuary unknown to their mainland kind.

In Corner Basin lies Granite Island, a granite mass of 
roughly three and a half acres rising seventy or eighty 
feet above high water mark. It has no trees at all (if we 
ignore a small sprawling plant of the Coast Wattle seen 
there in 1959).

The soil is little more than a veneer of sand. It has 
no beach, little vegetation other than grasses and few 
other herbaceous plants and yet it is the breeding 
ground and roosting place of three species of bird—
cormorant, silver gull and mutton bird.

The ecology of several of the small islands off the 
coast of the Promontory has been studied first by 
members of the McCoy Society and subsequently by 
organised University researchers, and their reports 
show that between ten and eleven thousand pairs of 
mutton birds nest on Granite Island. Something like 
one hundred pairs of silver gulls nest on the lower 
southern slopes while about the same number of 
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Black-faced Cormorants occupy the north-east part 
of the Island. These species do not depend upon the 
island’s resources for their sustenance. The ocean and 
the nearby tidal mud-flats provide adequately for their 
needs.

Bennison Island, 19 acres of granite overlaid with 
friable grey sand, is another of the Corner Basin islands 
which has been studied by the various researchers. 
At low tide it is connected to the mainland Park by 
mangrove-lined sand and mud-flats.

On its exposed side it possesses shingly beaches 
and, being rather more sheltered than Granite Island, 
is clothed with some woody vegetation. On the west 
side where the shrubs and trees are wind-shorn as 
well as more scanty than elsewhere, mutton birds have 
established a colony which, somehow, has managed to 
survive the repeated onslaughts of foxes, which easily 
negotiate the mud-flat at low tide. The foxes evidently 
do not kill for food but just for the sheer joy of it.

Although some sixty species of plant, including the 
arboreal Coast Banksia, Blackwood, Swamp Paperbark, 
Coast Beard-heath and Yellow Elderberry, grow on 
the island, the fauna is sparse, the larger vertebrates 
being limited to the mutton birds and their frequent 
associates—Silver Gulls and Black-faced Cormorants. 
Apart from foxes and these birds, the only animals 
observed on the island were skink lizards whose 
forebears were, perhaps, transported there more or less 
accidentally by birds or on tidal flotsam.

The third Corner Basin island belonging to the 
National Park is Do Boy [Doughboy], a ten-acre dome of 
granite which rises sixty feet above sea level and which 
is entirely surrounded by mud-flats. It lies about two 
and a half miles to the north of Townsend’s Point and it 
is six miles by water from Port Franklin.

From 1870 to 1878 the island was occupied by a 
man and his wife. After their departure it was possibly 
occupied by others, for tradition has it that a hermit 
lived there. In the best tradition of hermitry he was 
supposed to be a medical practitioner who had given up 
his practice in order to concentrate on contemplation in 
solitude.

The cottage was on the east side of the island by, by 
1912, when Professor Ewart and his team of naturalists 
explored the island, the building was falling into decay.

The period of occupation accounts for the presence 
of some otherwise unexpected alien plants which still 
flourish on Do Boy—the Arum Lily, Periwinkle and Cape 
Wattle. These are but three of the 25 species of alien 
plant noted there. Various grasses account for ten more.

Altogether a hundred different plants are established 
on the island which, because of its relatively sheltered 
situation, is much more densely covered than any other 
of the Park islands. Its trees include Coast Banksia, 
Sweet Pittosporum, Black Wattle, Boobialla, White 
Elderberry, Crimson Berry, Coast Beard-heath, Swamp 
Paperbark, Tea-tree and Manna Gum. A small group 
of the gums has remained under observation on the 
south-west of the summit for at least fifty years.

The island has its bird colonies which include Mutton 
Birds whose burrows occur in all parts except on the 
northern slopes. The Large-black Cormorant both roost 
and nest there.

The only other island included in the National 
Park which has been carefully studied is the 100-acre 
Rabbit Island. It lies off the east coast opposite the 
northernmost part of Five Mile Beach. It, too, is a 
mass of granite and dune sand rising to 194 feet. The 
vegetation is scanty and includes a few woody plants 
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Field Naturalists Club party moving 
camp at Wilsons Promontory, 1905.
Photo courtesy Historic Places, Department of 
Sustainability and Environment, Victoria
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such as Coast Wattle, White Elderberry, Crimson Berry 
and White Correa, but it is sufficient to shelter a small 
population of birds, skink lizards and, for about 140 
years, rabbits.  Both Mutton Birds and Fairy Penguins 
breed on the island and during the war years a 
considerable amount of poaching took place there.

A long narrow sand-blow leading to the summit of 
its north-east hump serves as a passage for the Mutton 
Birds to and from their burrows and, since the northern 
slopes fall away on the west side to a sandy beach, 
access is easy for poachers and others.

The McCoy Society expedition to Rabbit Island in 
January 1959 noted the presence of five other species 
of bird—Black-faced Cormorant, Pacific Gull, Silver Gull, 
Sooty Oyster-catcher and Brown Hawk.

Rabbit Rock to the south-west of the island and close 
to the mainland is reported to be the breeding site of 
both Silver Gull and Sooty Oyster-catchers. Apparently 
its only vegetation is Pig-face and Tussock Grass.

Most observers have noticed that some introduced 
non-indigenous species have no difficulty in thriving 
in their adopted habitat, doubtless because such 
animals have little to fear from the predators and 
natural controlling elements which are a part of the 
environment in the land where they originated. Visitors 
to Tidal River have ample scope for observing this 
phenomenon. Despite Myxomatosis and chemical 
poisons, rabbits remain part of the scenery—browsing 
on the grassy flats near the cottages and elsewhere 
from dusk to dawn.

The little Hog Deer is sociable enough to join them 
soon after sunset and, when calm and quiet has settled 
over the human population, the wallabies, possums and 
smaller marsupials emerge to mingle with them.

Wombats are usually in evidence. That animal 
certainly inhabits the Park where it enjoys an immunity 
from destruction on sight to which the existing law of 
the land had condemned it. Wombats are [were – ed] 
‘declared vermin’ in Victoria and, except within the 
sanctuary of a national park, have to be destroyed by 
any self-respecting citizen who has a conscientious 
regard for the law.

This is not the most appropriate place to plead the 
cause of wombat preservation but it might at least be 
noted that its proscription as a pest is a relic of days 
long passed when the small farmer in Gippsland just 
could not afford to repair such rabbit-proof fences as he 
might have possessed.

The blundering wombat, in his nocturnal sallies, 
found these fences no obstacle to his movements. He 
simply barged under them and the rabbit-free paddocks 
were soon over-run with the rabbits which followed in 
his wake.

In our time farmers are not so dependent upon 
fences for rabbit control. Furthermore, in those parts 
of Gippsland where it is claimed by certain folk that 
the wombat is a menace to the welfare and prosperity 
of the farmer, there are, in fact, very few fences but 
nevertheless, until the system was discontinued in 
1965, the bounty of 10/- a scalp accounted for about 
7,500 wombats a year.

Naturalists are of the opinion that, if it is good 
enough for the crop-damaging kangaroo to enjoy an 
immunity from being shot or otherwise destroyed 
except under strictly administered licence, then the 
same measure of protection should be given to the 
wombat—and equally interesting and far less abundant 
Australian native marsupial.

Wombats are solitary animals, the population of 
which is steadily diminishing as settlement extends—as 
their habitat diminishes. Throughout their long period 
of sanctuary on Wilsons Promontory they certainly have 
never developed to pest proportions.

This is a point that might well be noted by those who 
are ready to say that the wombat must continue to be 
classed as ‘vermin’ if his numbers are ever likely to be 
controlled.

There should be two species in the park: the 
Victorian Vombatus hirsutus, and the smaller Tasmanian 
species Vombatus ursinus (or its Bass Strait islands 
variety) which was introduced almost fifty years ago.

The koala, once so common in a number of localities 
in the Park, is now rare enough in the frequented areas 
to excite comment when seen. Its highly selective 
feeding habits restrict it to places where its preferred 
food trees flourish‚ in areas such as Sealers Cover 
and Barry’s Creek for example. It can be expected 
that regeneration of the Manna Gum and Blue Gum 
forests on the eastern side of the Park (a slow enough 
process) will lead eventually to restoration of the 
thriving colonies which were formerly known. They 
inhabit the kind of forest favoured by many other kinds 
of marsupial and in such environments phalangers and 
possums have been noted from time to time.

Most of these animals are crepuscular or nocturnal 
and hence seldom seen by the visitor but the Ring-tail 
and Grey Brush-tail possums are exceptions for the 
reason that they have no inhibitions about establishing 
themselves in and around settled places. The Tea-tree 
and Banksia groves at Tidal River support a flourishing 
population of them.

Both species are indigenous to the Park but  
they were, nevertheless, along with two other species—
the Dormouse Possum and the Tasmanian Black 
Possum—introduced about 1911 by the  
Committee of Management. The Brush-tail possum  
was seen on the Ramsay Saddle in 1950 and seems  



to have become more abundant since then.

The larger native fauna recorded as existing on the 
Promontory prior to 1900 included Emu, Dingo, Koala, 
Black-tailed Wallaby, Wombat, Ring-tail Possum, Brush-
tail Possum, Platypus and Echidna—the latter seen on 
Martin’s Hill and now reported as widely distributed. It, 
too, was among the species liberated there in 1911, as 
was also the emu and wombat.

Emus have thrived there. The big birds may be seen 
at any time in the kind of country they favour—the 
heathy plains and sand dunes. A walk along the Five 
Mile Beach track between Mount Vereker and Corner 
Basin can be especially rewarding for here, in this now 
unfrequented region of the Park, wildlife abounds. A 
number of introduced species were liberated in this 
area as well as in the environs of Sealers Cove away to 
the south-east. The extensive heathy plains, swamps 
and Banksia forests extend westward to what has been 
a point of egress from the Park to the Yanakie Isthmus 
for most of the kangaroos which have descended from 
those introduced by the Committee years ago. Whether 
any of them now inhabit the Park to any extent is for 
future observers to determine but it is said that a 
colony of the Great Red Kangaroo and numbers of the 
Black-faced Wallaby are on Singapore Peninsula, in 
the Mount Hunter area. Both of these species as well 
as the Scrub Kangaroo and Euro, Red-necked Wallaby, 
Rufous-bellied Wallaby, Tasmanian Striped Bandicoot 
and another species of bandicoot were among the early 
introductions to the Promontory.

In Lilly Pilly Creek and Sealers Creek the Murray River 
Tortoise was liberated, but as that kind of environment 
is so different from the normal habitat of this reptile it is 
improbable that the species would now be found either 
in those places or anywhere else on the Promontory.

The gullies of such creeks are, however, eminently 
suitable for animals like the Tuan or Brush-tailed 
Phascogale—a rather rare native marsupial. It was 
observed at Sealers Cove in 1926. The Quoll or Eastern 
Native Cat (Dasyurus quoll) is also known to have been 
an inhabitant of the Park. It was mentioned as having 
been seen in 1913 since which time there have been 
occasional reports of its continued existence there.

The National Park is one of the few sanctuaries in the 
State where this now-rare marsupial’s survival can be 
anticipated.

As stated elsewhere, the once common Dingo has 
gone. Its place has been taken by the fox and the 
domestic dog ‘gone wild’. Of the two the fox is certainly 
the greater menace to the ground-dwelling native 
fauna. It is to be seen occasionally, and heard more 
often, in the Corner Basin – Mount Vereker sector of 
the Park where low-growing heath and tea-tree thickets 
provide good cover for it and where there are bountiful 

feeding grounds both in the scrub, on the mud-flats and 
on the nearby islets of the Basin to which it has access 
at low tide.

The human visitor, too, can cross to these islets 
and, at the time of the early biological surveys, much 
attention was given to the smaller land and marine 
fauna to the found on or near them. Their lists are 
not to be taken as comprehensive by any means since 
they record only the published observations of the few 
specialists who were able to devote time to the task of 
collecting and identifying their ‘finds’.

Numerous species not included in the lists will 
have been collected during the intervening years but 
to the non-entomologist lists of such accessions are 
not easily located nor readily available. An exception 
is the check-list kindly furnished by the participants 
in the Melbourne Church of England Grammar School 
expedition to Refuge Cove during the 1960–61 summer 
vacation. This expedition was designed for the purpose 
of serious scientific study and, as a result of it, much 
new and useful information on the invertebrate fauna 
has been obtained. 

A very strong reason for the vigorous public 
opposition to a proposal made in 1960 to withdraw 
20,000 acres of the Corner Basin sector of the National 
Park for the purpose of converting it to farmland lies 
in the rich and varied flora and fauna which is found 
there. Possibly no part of the Park has been subjected 
to such intensive scientific study as has the area in 
question. Although now not so often visited by tourists 
it is unquestionably a region of the Park of unique 
character—an area where can be seen physiographic 
formations and biological associations quite different 
from those present in the other sectors.

Its loss would have been a serious blow to the State’s 
program of flora and fauna conservation simply because 
it is one of the best conservation areas, provided man-
made wildfires are kept out of it. Because such threats 
to the integrity of any one of Victoria’s national parks 
may come again the people should be ready to counter 
them. Not all that much of the State’s 88,760 square 
miles of territory has been set aside for the purpose of 
nature protection and scenery preservation to allow 
any of it to be taken away to satisfy the clamour of 
this, that or the other sectional interest. Rather should 
every effort be made now, while what little opportunity 
there still is remains, to increase the number and size of 
these reserves. A few decades hence will be too late to 
attempt to do so if expansion of settlement and State 
development continue at the present pace. Now is the 
time we should be acting to extend this great National 
Park rather than to diminish it.

If conservators can be persuaded to accept the idea 
of controlled and limited multiple use of certain classes 
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of parkland and can persuade the people of the wisdom 
of doing so there should be little trouble in having the 
southern end of the Yanakie Isthmus brought within 
the jurisdiction of the National Parks Authority. The 
Park needs something to buffer it from the ‘controlled’ 
burning-off operations which take place so regularly on 
Yanakie. The Park’s managers need an entrance point 
where a closer watch can be kept on those who may 
now come and go much as they please on what is not 
always lawful business.

And finally, that southern end of the isthmus is a 
land form of a very distinctive character, possessing 
biological associations not represented at all within the 
present boundaries of the Park—associations which are 
too important scientifically to be subjected to the risk of 
absolute destruction and loss to the State.

Yanakie provides a first class example of an 
association of fire-resistant communities. The 
susceptible species have gone long ago as a result of 
almost a century of regular burning but what remains 
now affords a spectacular display, the sight of which is 
available to visitors who forsake the main road and the 
comfort of their motor car for a ramble over the heath.

The present [sic] licensed users of this section of the 
isthmus are agisters, and provided they can have an 
assurance that their occupation rights will remain they 
are unlikely to oppose a change of master from the 
Lands Department which now controls it to the National 
Parks Authority.

Preface to Appendix No. 2 [appendices not included 
– Ed]

The listing of the fauna of the National Park has been 
much more difficult than that of the flora for the reason 
that, in the case of plants, more reliable and abundant 
records have been available.

In comparison with plants, animals are not so readily 
and reliably identifiable and, excepting the insects and 
small vertebrates, specimens are rarely collected for 
permanent reference. The determination of the identity 
of a species is often a matter of judgement based on 
expert knowledge of it or familiarity with it. A fleeting 
glimpse of an unusual animal in the fading light of 
evening or the dim light of dawn is rarely sufficient to 
suggest much more than a suspicion about its identity. 
Continued reports from different sources about the 
sighting of what is believed to be the same beast would 
tend to confirm the surmise and, in some instances, an 
animal’s inclusion in the lists of indigenes of the Park 
has been justified on this basis.

The smaller beasts—insects of all kinds, molluscs, 
crustaceans etc.—are only recorded in the lists if they 
have been authoritatively identified and the length (or 
brevity) of these lists is a fair indication of the degree of 
enthusiasm with which the various natural orders have 

been studied by naturalists and specialists.

Molluscs take pride of place and one might suppose 
that few kinds of shell have been overlooked by 
collectors during the period of almost fifty years in 
which conchologists and malacologists have browsed 
over the National Park and along its shores. In many 
instances the living animal which inhabited the shell 
may not have been seen. The existence of its shell is 
sufficient evidence that it is an indigene although, even 
here, one must exercise some caution. Ocean currents 
and tides wash up all sorts of objects onto the beach. 
Such objects are not necessarily local in origin. They 
may come from passing ships or they may be dropped 
by birds and, to the expert, only the circumstances of 
the ‘find’ will indicate whether or not it may be claimed 
as a normal inhabitant of the region in which it is found.

Next in popularity come the coleoptera or beetles 
of which an almost infinite variety exists. Doubtless 
the present list could be doubled or trebled by 
concentrated or systematic collecting or observations. 
They are easy to collect, require little equipment for 
collection and occupy little space for transport to home, 
laboratory or museum where they can be studied and 
identified at leisure. Despite the long years of patient 
collecting and classifying to which they have been 
subjected all too little is known of the detailed life 
history of most of them. There is wide-open field for 
study by entomologists—professional and amateur 
alike—and the National Park is a place where studies 
of that kind may be most rewarding. There prevail 
conditions favouring continuance of the kind of natural 
environment which is diminishing fast in Victoria’s 
settled places.

The Lepidoptera or moths and butterflies, too, 
have long engaged the attention of enthusiasts and 
specialists, partly because the imago—the ‘adult’ 
insect—looks so attractive when expertly arranged 
in a classified collection. Those which are known to 
occur or to have occurred in the National Park are 
mostly well enough known elsewhere. An important 
restriction on the distribution of a species lies in the 
availability or otherwise of the plant on which the 
larvae of the insect feed. In a number of instances 
the food plant is known and, from observation, has 
emerged the curious fact that some species, at least, 
are quite selective and discriminating. Their larvae 
feed on one particular species of plant or, perhaps, on 
species of plant belonging to only one genus, hence the 
presence of a particular moth or butterfly is a certain 
indication that a particular species of plant or a species 
of a particular genus of plants is not far away. As well as 
their larvae, some moths and butterflies also feed and 
they too have special preferences for certain blossoms. 
The lepidopterist, knowing this, knows also the likely 
hunting grounds.



The wide variety of plants occurring in the National 
Park, as well as the impressive diversity of its ecological 
associations, makes the Promontory one of the 
outstanding stations for biological and zoological 
investigations—a fact which has long been recognised 
by scientists. The establishment in November 1961 
of the McLennan Biological Research Station at Tidal 
River is something which has been envisaged for many 
years, and now that its facilities are available to those 
engaging in serious biological investigation and research 
one may expect that it will not be long before the 
sparse records now quoted in these check-lists of fauna 
will begin to grow and much more will be learned of the 
fauna of the Park.

It is almost absurd to list the now-recorded species 
within many of the natural orders—the numbers are so 
few. Undoubtedly hundreds of species not now listed 
are well known inhabitants. Most of those insects which 
dwell with us, wherever we may be, are probably to be 
found in the Park. Hosts of other and less familiar kinds 
are sure to be there but who can give them a name? 
Some may have no name, having never been described 
in scientific literature. Others, perhaps, are blessed 
with several names. They have been described as many 
times by different people and a difficulty is to determine 
which name should prevail.

As with plants, the name of any animal listed is that 
now recognised by specialists. The director and officers 
of the National Museum in Melbourne have very 
kindly—and, be it said, at no small trouble—checked 
the lists in an effort to ensure that recognised synonyms 
and invalid names have been avoided and that obvious 
errors of determination and nomenclature have been 
corrected. They have also supplemented the entries in 
the several lists from sources known to them.

It is quite odd to note that no one seems to have 
given much attention to the native bees, spiders, mites, 
ticks, gall and scale insects and creatures of such kind 
which manifest themselves quite obviously. It is safe to 
say that a hundred different spiders could be found in 
the Park yet the published records mention only one 
named species!

Again, only the common Scrub Tick has been listed 
yet several species, each sort parasitic on the animal of 
its choice, are there. So it is with animal lice and fleas 
and very many more of those insects which everybody 
vaguely recognise by few bother to identify precisely.

There was some doubt in the mind of the compiler 
of these check-lists whether a list of the pelagic fauna 
would be of any value at all. Most of the larger species 
are mobile enough to be at home in any part of 
thousands of square miles of ocean. The marine fauna 
off Wilsons Promontory would not differ remarkably 
from that found elsewhere in southern waters hence 

one would be almost justified in assuming that any fish 
or other marine animal found in the Southern Ocean or 
in Bass Strait could be caught off Wilsons Promontory. 
A complete list would be rather like a catalogue of the 
marine fauna of south-eastern Australia.

The intertidal, estuarine and fresh-water species 
are of much more interest inasmuch as they are 
components of communities having a relatively 
restricted habitat. Their present distribution is bound 
up with the ancient history of the Promontory, its 
geological history and the succession of physiographic 
changes that has taken place during the passing 
centuries.

Birds present a rather special case. Bird observing 
is a very serious occupation of many folk and the 
conscientious bird observer and ornithologist will not 
accept lightly an unsupported species determination. All 
the birds enumerated in the check-list have been seen 
on the Promontory at one time or another. Some of the 
records may seem rather dubious because they refer 
to species no longer present. However, as explained 
elsewhere, this is only to be expected because of 
changes in the environment.

The bird observers of the early days were apt to be 
no less cautious than their present day counterparts 
although their approach to the question of verification 
may have differed somewhat. In order to overcome 
possible objections to the unsupported evidence of 
a lone observer the bird was, if necessary, shot and 
its skin kept as a tangible proof of its identity. Few 
reputable bird observers do that now. The more patient 
ones do their ‘shooting’ with a camera, while others 
rely on the supporting evidence of a companion. Now, 
instead of earning compliments on their marksmanship 
they derive considerable satisfaction from displaying 
their skill as photographers and winning acclaim for 
the artistry and exactitude of their bird photographs. A 
well-exposed and carefully focused colour transparency 
of a Ground Parrot on its nest or feeding its young in 
Wilsons Promontory National Park would be certain to 
entrance any bird enthusiast.

Now that the English blackbird has established 
itself in the Park any talk of the sighting of a Spangled 
Drongo is received very cautiously. The two birds are 
superficially alike although not even distantly related. 
They illustrate, in a minor way, what biologists term 
‘evolutionary convergence’—a phenomenon by which 
two animals (or plants) of vastly different ancestry, have 
evolved, in places far removed from one another and 
often in opposite sides of the globe, to forms which 
resemble one another. The Promontory, with its wealth 
of birds, has a lot to offer bird observers and their 
cameras.
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